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Q.1 (DO NOT spend more than 35 minutes on this question.) 

Write a composition (350-400 words) on any ONE of the 

following. (20) 

(a) "A dream is not what you experience in your sleep. A dream is 

that what does not let you sleep." Discuss. 

(b) Write about a famous person, who has inspired you the most 

and has been instrumental in changing your life. 

(c) Describe a scene at the bus stand when an bus arrives. 

(d) Write a short story in which a passport, a camera and a 

policeman play an important role. 

(e) Study the picture given below. Write a short story or 

description or an account of what the picture suggest you. 

Your composition must have a clear connection with the 

picture. 

Q.2 (DO NOT spend more than 20 minutes on this question.) 

Select ONE of the following: (10) 

(a) You have just got a new computer. Write a letter to your friend 



telling him about it. 

OR 

(b) The wedding of your sister is to take place at the open ground 

next to your house. Write a letter to the Police Inspector of 

your area for the permission to use loud speakers at the venue 

for two days. 

Q.3 

a. Write an e-mail (in not more than 50-80 words) to your friend 

informing him that you have sent his favourite birthday gift 

on his/her birthday. (5) 

b. As a Sales Manager of your company (SHYAM CAKE 

WORKS), write a notice to your staff members stating the 

reason for deduction @2% in their basic salaries. (5) 

Q.4 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that 

follow: 

"Why have I not been shown your mother's letters?" 

asked Alicia. "Your mother," continued she, "invites us to 

make a visit to the farm. I have never seen a farm. We will go 

there for a week or two, Robert." 

"We will," said Robert, with a grand air. "I did not lay 

the invitation before you because I thought you would not 

care to go. I am much pleased at your decision." 

A week passed and found them landed at the little 

country station five hours out from the city. Robert's brother 

had come to receive them. They drove homewards. The cities 

were far away. And then all the voices of the soil began a 

chant addressed to Robert. The old voices of the soil spoke to 

him. Leaf and bud and blossom conversed with him in the old 

vocabulary of his careless youth. 

A queer thing he noticed in connection with it was that 

Alicia, sitting at his side, suddenly seemed him to be a 

stranger. She did not belong to this recurrent phase. Never 

before had she seemed so remote, so colourless and high — so 

intangible and unreal. And yet he had never admired her more 

than when she sat there by him in the rickety spring wagon. 

That night when the greetings and the supper were 

over, the entire family sat together in the front porch. Alicia, 

not haughty but silent, sat in the shadow dressed in an 

exquisite pale-grey tea gown. 

When Robert saw his father sitting without his pipe 

and writhing in his heavy boots- a sacrifice to rigid courtesy- 

he shouted: "No, you don't! He fetched the pipe and lit it; he 

seized the old gentleman's boots and tore them off. The last 

one slipped suddenly, and Mr. Robert Walmsley, tumbled off 

the porch backward. Tom laughed sarcastically. 

"Come out here, you rustic," Robert cried to Tom, 

"and I'll wrestle with you." Tom understood the invitation and 

accepted it with delight. Three times they wrested on the 

grass. Disheveled, painting, each still boasted of his own 

prowess. The rustic mania possessed Robert. He sang, he told 

stories that set all but one shrieking; he was mad, mad with the 

revival of the old life in his blood. 

By and by Alicia asked permission to ascend to her 

room, saying that she was tired. On her way she passed 

Robert. He was standing at the door, the figure of vulgar 

comedy, with ruffled hair, reddened face and utter confusion 

of attire — no trace there of the immaculate Robert Walmsley, 

the ornament of the cultured society. 

As Alicia passed in, Robert started suddenly. He had 

forgotten for the moment that she was present. Without a 

glance at him she went on up the stairs. Robert followed her. 

He sighed and went near the window where Alicia was 

standing. He was ready to meet his fate. A confessed 

vulgarian. he foresaw the verdict of Alicia. Dully he awaited 



the approaching condemnation. "Robert," said the calm, cool 

voice of Alicia, "I thought I married a gentleman. But I find 

that 1 have married someone better — a man." 

(a) Give the meaning of the following words as used in the 

passage. One word answers or short phrases will be  

accepted. (3)

i.  recurrent 

ii. remote 

iii. prowess 

(b) Answers the following questions briefly in your own words. 

i. What made Robert and Alicia visit the farm? (2) 

ii. How was Robert welcomed in the countryside? (2) 

iii. What did Robert notice about Alicia in the wagon? (2) 

iv. How did Robert treat his father? (2) 

v. Show how Robert acted in a rustic manner. (2) 

vi. When Alicia was going back to her room, how did Robert 

appear to her? (2) 

(c) In not more than 60 words, state how Robert acted like a man 

rather than a gentleman. (8) 

(d) Give a title to the summary and give a reason to justify your 

choice. (2) 

Q.5 (a) Complete the passage with the correct form of word given 

in the bracket. Do not copy the entire paragraph but write the 

answers with correct serial number. (4) 

Till 1879, Proctor and Gamble were dealing in 

candles. But the company was in trouble. Thomas 

Edison____________ 1 (invent) the light bulb and it looked 

as if candles had become obsolete. Their fears__________ 2 

(become) reality when the market for candles plummeted 

since they were then sold only for special occasions. 

However, at this time, it seemed that destiny 

__________3 (play) a dramatic role in  ___________4 (pull) 

the struggling company out from the clutches of bankruptcy. 

A forgetful employee at a small factory forgot to turn off his 

machine when he went for lunch. When he__________5 (go) 

back, there was a frothing mass of lather filled with air 

bubbles. He almost___________6 (throw) the stuff away but 

then he decided to make it into soap. The soap__________ 7 

(float) on water. Thus, Ivory Floating Soap________8 (born) 

and became the mainstay of the Procter and Gamble 

Company. 

(b) Join the sentences without using and, but or so. (5)

i. The river is very deep. He can't wade through it. 

ii. Ravi did not win the race He had worked hard. 

iii. My brother reached very late. The train had left by then. 

iv. You helped him. He will be grateful to you. 

v. Ravi achieved success. Ravi worked hard for it. 

(c) Re-write the following sentences according to the 

instructions given after each. Make other changes that are 

necessary without changing the meaning of each               

sentence. (6) 

i. How do you tolerate his nonsense? 

(Begin: How do you put  .) 

ii. Cleopatra is the most famous Egyptian queen. 

(Use: more famous) 

iii. "Don't play on the road," he said to his son. 

(Begin: He forbade ....) 

iv. The pupils are opening their books. 

(Begin: The books .....) 

v. Ambition seemed to have motivated him. 

(End:   motivated by ambition.) 

vi. "How many prizes did you win the competition?" asked Mr. 

Paul. (Begin: Mr. Paul asked   .........)


