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Attempt any five question in all. You must attempt one 

question from each of the Section A, B & C and two other 

questions.

Section A - DRAMA

(The Merchant of Venice)

Q.1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follows :

Bassanio : Therefore thou gaudy gold,

Hard food for Midas, I will none of thee

Nor None of thee, thou pale and common drudge,

Tween man and man : but thou, thou mearge lead,

Which rather thereatenest than dost promise aught,

Thy Paleness moves me more than eloquence;

And here choose I; joy be the consequence!

1. What is the occasion of Bassanio's speech? Where is he at the 

moment? (3)

2. What are his reasons for rejecting gold and silver caskets? (3)

3. What makes him opt for lead casket? How does he feel on 

finding Portia's picture in the lead casket? (3)

4. How does Portia present herself to Bassanio later in the 

scene? (3)

5. Who decides to get married after Bassanio succeeds in 

winning Portia? On what condition does he do so?

Q.2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follows :

Shylock : [Aside] How like a fawning publican he look !

I hate him for that in low simplicity

1. Why did the girl's eyes rest upon the glittering handcuffs? 

What was the thinking? (3)

2. What comment does the other man make on the handcuffs? 

Why does he praise Easton in handcuffs? (3)

3. Why does Mr. Easton say, "My butterfly days are over, I 

fear"? (3)

4. The girl asks Mr. Easton, "Will we see you again soon in 

Washington"? Why? (3)

5. Why does the young girl reconcile herself with Mr. Easton's 

handcuffs? (4)

Q.4 Long answer question :

In the story "An Angel in Disguise" the writer tries to prove 

that love is essential for human survival. Discuss. (16)



But more for that in low simplicity

He lends out money graits and brings down

The rate of usance here with us in venice

If I catch him once upon the hip,

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him

He hates our sacred nation, and he rails,

Even there where merchants most do  congregate on me,

my bargains and my well-won thrift,

which he calls interest : cursed by my tribe,

If I forgive him!

1. Who is with Shylock? Who is seen coming? Does Shylock 

speak these lines to someone? (3)

2. Why does Shylock hate Antonio? Do you think he is right in 

hating Antonio? (3)

3. "Like a fawning publican", Explain (3)

4. What is Antonio's behaviour towards Shylock? (3)

5. What makes Antonio accept the dangerous bond proposed by 

Shylock? What does it tell you of him? (4)

Section B (Poetry)

Q.3 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follows :

They sit and stare and stare and sit

Until they're hypnotised by it,

Until they are hypnotised by it,

Until they're absolutely drunk

With all that Shocking ghastly junk.

Oh Yes, we know it keeps them still,

They don't climb out the window sill,

They never fight or kick or punck,

They leave you free to cook the lunch,

And wash the dishes in the sink

1. Who are being addressed to in the poem? Why? (3)

2. What is the poets main concern?

3. Explain the phrase 'That shocking ghastly junk' (3)

4. Why do the parents let their children watch television 

uninterrupted? (3)

5. How does television watching makes the children dull. (4)

Q.4 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow :

Some are meet for a maiden's wrist,

Silver and blue and mountain mist,

Some are flushed like buds that dream

On the tranquil brow of the woodland stream

Some are aglow with the bloom that cleavers

To the limpid glory of newborn leaves.

1. Who is the narrator? What has been described earlier? (3)

2. In which context is the expression 'the mountain mist used 

here'? (3)

3. How has the poet described red bangles? (3)

4. Explain : "Some are aglow with the bloom..........new born 

leaves" (3)

5. What does the poet say about the bride's preference about 

bangles later in the context? (4)

Section C (PROSE)

Q.5 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow :

The girl's eye's fascinated, went back, widening a little to rest 

upon the glittering handcuffs,,

"Don't you worry about them miss," said the other man. "All 

marshals handcuff themselves to their prisoners to keep them 

from getting away. Mr. Easton knows his business."

"Well we see you again soon in Washington?" asked the girl.

"Not soon, I think," said Easton. "My butterfly days are over, I 

fear".

(3)


