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Q.1 (DO NOT spend more than 30 minutes on this question.) 

Write a composition (300-350 words) on ANY ONE of the 

following. (20) 

(a) 'Tradition is an obstacle to progress.' Express your views 

FOR or AGAINST this statement. 

(b) It is said that childhood is one of the happiest period of one's 

life. Show how true this statement is giving evidences from 

your own childhood days. The events and incidents you 

describe may be real or imaginary. 

(c) India has always believed in the value of the family. Discuss 

the changes, both good and bad, that have resulted from the 

break-up of the traditional Indian joint family. 

(d) The Computer will soon replace the Book. Express your 

views either for or against this statement. 

(e) Study the picture given below. Write a story or an account of 

what the picture suggest you in a way that there must be clear 

connection between the picture and the composition. 



Q.2 (DO NOT spend more than 20 minutes on this question.) 

Select ANY ONE of the following: (10) 

(a) Due to an unexpected happening you are unable to go to the 

airport to receive your cousin who is arriving from abroad. 

Write a letter to a friend explaining your problem and request 

him/her to help you out. 

(b) You are a senior employee in a computer firm. The managing 

director has written to you from the Head Office, which is in 

another city, requesting you to interview and select one of the 

three candidates who have applied for the post of the 

secretary in the firm. Write a letter informing him of the 

candidate you have selected, the reason for your choice, and 

why you consider the other two unsuitable. 

Q.3 (a) Write an e-mail (in not more than 50-80 words) to your friend 

informing him about a film that you have recently seen.  (5)

(b) As a Manager of your company (Sarita Perfumery Works), 

write a notice to your staff members stating the blood 

donation camp being organized in your company, giving 

necessary details thereof. (5)

Q.4 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that 

follow: 

When James learned from his hostess that there was 

not another house within three miles, that she could 

accommodate him with a bed, and his horse with a lodging 

and oats, he thanked heaven for his good fortune in stumbling 

upon this homely habitation, and determined to pass the night 

under the protection of the cottager, who gave him to 

understand that her husband, who was a farmer had gone to 

the next town to dispose of his merchandise, and in all 

probability, would not return till next morning. James 

sounded the old lady with a thousand artful interrogations, 

and she answered with such appearance of truth and 

simplicity that he concluded that his person was quite secure, 

and, after he had his supper, desired she would conduct him 

into the chamber where she proposed he should take his rest. 

He seemed extremely satisfied with his lodging, which in 

reality exceeded his expectations; and his kindly landlady, 

cautioning him against letting the candle approach the straw, 

took her leave, and locked the door on the outside. 

James whose experiences taught him to be suspicious 

and ever on his guard against the treachery of his fellow-

creatures could have dispensed with this instance of her care 

in confining her guest to his chamber, and began to be seized 

with strange fancies, when he observed there was no bolt on 

the inside of the door, by which he might secure himself from 

intrusion. Consequently, he began to take a survey of every 

object in the apartment, and, in the course of his enquiry, had 

the mortification to find the dead body of a man, still warm. 

Such a discovery could not fail to fill our hero with 

horror, for he concluded that he himself would undergo the 

same fate before morning. In the first moments of his fear he 

ran to the window, with a view to escape by that outlet, but 

found his flight effectually obstructed by strong bars. Then 

his heart began to palpitate, and his knees to totter; his mind 

filled with thoughts of dead and he immediately resolved to 

take measures for his own safety. 

He undressed the corpse that lay bleeding 

amidst the straw and deposited it on the bed in the attitude of a 

person who sleeps at his ease; then he extinguished the light, 

took possession of the place from whence the body had been 

removed, and, holding a loaded pistol in each hand, waited 

expectantly. About midnight the door was softly opened; he 

saw the shadow of two men stalking towards the bed. When 

they reached it one of them thrust a dagger into the heart of the 

corpse. The stroke was repeated and the assassins concluding 

the work was effectually done retired for the present with a 



design to rob the deceased at their leisure. 

(a) Give the meaning of the following words as used in the 

passage in one word or short phrase. (3) 

i. dispose 

ii. artful 

iii. exceeded 

(b) Answers the following questions briefly in your own words. 

i. What information from the old woman led James to believe 

that the cottage would be a suitable place to spend the         

night? (2) 

ii. Why did James feel he would be safe in the cottage? (1) 

iii. Quote the statement in the passage which shows that James 

had learned to be wary of others. (2) 

iv. What observations caused James to feel uneasy as soon as he 

was alone in chamber? (2) 

v. Mention four steps that James took to ensure his safety. (2) 

(c) In not more than 50 words, describe how James reacted on 

discovering the dead body. (8) 

Q.5 (a) Complete each of the sentences with a suitable form of the 

word given in brackets: (4) 

I_______(1) (pull) up into the driveway_______(2) 

(observe) the way they had_______(3) (build) up the 

balcony. I_______ (4) (forgot) that the bricks of the 

house_______(5) (be) chocolate brown. The new 

people_______(6) (make) the tiny balcony into a study room. 

I_______ (7) (stare) at this house_______(8) (remember) my 

childhood there. 

(b) Fill in the blanks with the word which is appropriate. (4)

i. Anup and Arjun have quarreled_______a silly matter. 

ii. He was convicted _______murder. 

iii. He hid the stolen goods _______the floor boards. 

iv. Ravi was bent _______taking revenge. 

v. The students were asked to commit the poem _______ 

memory. 

vi. My grandmother would have fallen_______if I had not 

caught her hand. 

vii. The teacher knew all _______the problem. 

viii. The boy at still_______the night waiting to be called. 

(c) Join the following without using and, but or so. (4)

i. He practiced every day. He came first in the race. 

ii. She did such intricate embroidery. Her eyesight was affected. 

iii. Dolly has a very good vocabulary. She reads a lot. 

iv. They broke open door. They saw everything was in a mess. 

(d) Rewrite the following as instructed without changing the 

meaning (8) 

i. The two children were the only ones who had witnessed the 

fire. (Use: except) 

ii. The window was the only point of exit. (Use: through) 

iii. Waste not, want not. (Begin: If )  

iv. It is normal for an adult to sleep for eight hours. 

(Use: normally) 

v. He said to me, "Where are you going?" 

(Begin: He asked me .....) 

vi. It was so hot that the P.T period could not be held. 

(Begin: It was too)

vii. As soon as the bell rang the children ran out. 

(Begin: No sooner ....) 

viii. Our school sent up the best exhibit to the Town Hall. (Rewrite 

using: better) 


