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Note : Attempt five questions in all. You must attempt atleast one 

question from each of the Section A, B and C, and not more 

than two other questions from the same books you have 

already compulsorily chosen. The intended marks for the 

questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [    ].

SECTION -A - DRAMA

MERCHANT OF VENICE

Q.1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow :

Bassanio : To you, Antonio,

I owe the most, in money and in love;

And from your love I have a warranty

To Unburden all my plots and purposes

How to get clear of all the debts I Owe.

Antonio : I pray you good

    Bassanio, let me know it;

1. Describe Antonio's mood at the beginning of this scene. State 

any two reasons that Antonio's friends, who were present, 

gave to explain his mood. (2)

2. What promise did Antonio make to Bassanio immediately 

after this conversation (2)

3. What did Bassanio say to Antonio about 'a lady richly left in 

Belmont?' (2)

4. How did he propose to help his friend? (2)

5. What does the above extract reveal of the relationship 

between Antonio and Bassanio? (2)

Mention one way in which this relationship was put to the test 

of the story 'Hearts and Hands?' (5)

Q.6 Read the extract give below and answer the questions that 

follow :

"Did you leave the dove cage unlocked" I asked

"Yes"

"Then they'll fly"

"Yes certainly they'll fly, but the others, 

it's better not to think about the others," he said.

"If you are rested I would go," 

I urged. "Get up and try to walk now"

"Thank you," he said and got to his feet, swayed from side to 

side and then sat down backwards in the dust.

"I was taking care of animals," he said dully, 

but no longer to me, 

"I was only taking care of animals".

1. Who is the narrator? Whom is he addressing? Where are 

they? Describe the weather that day. (2)

2. What day is it? How is the image of the release of doves 

symbolics. (2)

3. What was the person spoken to worried about? What was he 

not particularly concerned  about? Why? (2)

4. What was the activity at the bridge? Why did the narrator urge 

the person to get up and try to walk? (2)

5. What else do you know about this person? What can you 

assess about the physical and mental state of this person? 

How does he depict the sadness of war? (2) 



later in the play? (2)

Q.2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow :

Bassanio : Shylock, do you hear?

Shylock : I am debating of my present store;

And, by the near guess of my memory,

I cannot instantly raise up the gross...............

1. Where are Shylock and Bassanio? Why does Bassanio say the 

words in the extract? (2)

2. What has Shylock just expressed about this person who just 

entered? (2)

3. What betrayal and loss are in store for Shylock? How does he 

apparently lose his mind when he discovers his loss? (2)

4. Show how Shylock has cause to feel considerably distressed 

and troubled by his own friend later on in the play. (2)

5. How has this person, who just entered, insulted Shylock 

earlier? How does he show no repentence even in this scene? 

How are the tables turned a little later. (2)

Section B - Poetry

A Treasure Trove of Poems

Q.3 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow :

Their logs held tight in death's still hands

was proof of human sin.

they didn't died from the cold without

They died from the cold within

1. Give an example of personification from the extract. How 

many people were there? Explain the reference to logs. (2)

2. What 'human sin' have the men committed? What was the 

consequence? (2)

3. Explain the meaning of 'cold without' and the 'Cold          

Within' (2)

4. Give examples from the poem to show how the men were 

'cold within' (2)

5. How is the poem relevant to our world? What did you learn 

from it? (2)

Q.4 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow :

I wondered lonely as a cloud that float, on high O'er

vales and hills,

when all at once I saw a crowd,

A host, of golden daffodile; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

1. What was the poet doing? What does he compare himself to? 

What is the poetic device used here? (2)

2. Give an example of personification from the extract and 

explain it. (2)

3. How does the poet continue to use simile and personification 

to describe the daffodils after the extract? What is the 

hyperbole used then? (2)

4. What comparision exist between the daffodils & the waves? 

What was the contrast between the two? (2)

5. What effect did this sight have on the poet? (2)

Section C- Prose

A Treasure Trove of Short Stories

Q.5 Answer the following questions with reference to O'Henry's 

short story, 'Hearts and Hands'

1. Describe the people in the coach that is the setting of this 

story? (2½)

2. What did Easton say? What did the glum faced man say on 

interrupting their conversation? (2½)

3. How did Miss Fairchild and Easton catchup on old times? 

What is the 'twist in the tale'? What is your opinion of the title 


